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INDUSTRY FACILITATION AND SUPPORT PROGRAM —  
CHEVRON AUSTRALIA SPONSORSHIP 

Statement by Minister for Commerce 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [10.02 am]: I would like to 
update Parliament regarding a recent decision by Chevron Australia to sponsor the state government’s industry 
facilitation and support program. The IFSP, introduced in October 2011, assists in raising the international 
competitiveness of local businesses so that they can more readily compete for work on resources projects and 
government contracts. Funding is provided to successful recipients on a dollar-for-dollar basis for activities such 
as upgrading occupational health, safety and quality systems; equipment purchases; and engaging temporary 
expert assistance. Some $2.8 million has already been committed to 138 companies throughout the state—116 
recipients from the first round, and 22 from the royalties for regions–funded regional round two. Thus far, 49 of 
these companies have reported that IFSP assistance has led to contract awards of over $90 million; 175 new 
employment opportunities, including 14 apprentices; increased turnover; and improved productivity and 
efficiency. Chevron has agreed to provide funding of up to $100 000, matched by state government funding, for 
the third IFSP round available to eligible Onslow-based businesses. Applications for this round opened today. 
This new IFSP round is a pilot program focusing on building business capability in a specific regional location 
with financial support from the private sector. Chevron’s funding commitment is a resounding endorsement of 
the success, reach and effectiveness of the IFSP, which is a key initiative under the Western Australian 
government’s local industry participation framework introduced in July 2011 in response to a local content 
market becoming more competitive and complex. Industry co-funding of the IFSP was announced as a state 
government objective in the November 2012 “Local Content Report” presented to Parliament. I congratulate 
Chevron on being the first project proponent to sponsor this valuable program. I trust that other project 
proponents will follow its lead. I also thank Chevron for its commitment to the economic development of the 
town of Onslow, which is located just 12 kilometres from the $29 billion Chevron-operated Wheatstone LNG 
project. 
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